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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
By Bill Leonhard 
 
NEW ROAD – WHERE ARE WE? 
 

W e were ALL very pleased to know 
and realize that construction had 

started on our NEW ROAD. However, as you 
well know, the best made plans among mice 
and men do not always work out as they 
should or as those interested would like. 
 
On July 11, 2008, Tom Wilcox, our road engi-
neer, received a letter from Lovin Construction 
“that all work that can be performed efficiently, 
and cost effectively has been completed.”  We 
are now awaiting the approval to work within 
the pond to obtain fill and build roadways.  
None of this work can take place until all land 
transactions have been completed and re-
corded.”  The pond is located on FDOT/City of 
Sarasota property!! 
 
The main problem as of July 23, 2008 is that 
FDOT in Tallahassee is dragging their feet on 
supplying a warranty deed to the city for the 
property they had previously given to Sarasota 
by resolution.  Tom Wilcox has been in con-
stant contact with the proper people.  The per-
son in charge seems to have run into a brick 
wall with the Drainage Engineer and has de-
cided to try a new path to get to the Legal De-
partment, then to the Real Estate Director and 
then the final signature.  Tom feels that the 
person in charge is making every effort to pro-

duce the warranty deed and is very coopera-
tive. 
 
Patience is a virtue we ALL need to have and 
exercise when dealing with government regard-
less at what level.  Once the warranty deed is 
received by the City and recorded then work 
can proceed.  The contractor has basically 
completed the drainage/ditch project.  They are 
now waiting to work at reconfiguring the pond 
to proper requirements and get fill material to 
cover the drainage pipes in the ditch.  Once the 
pond work is completed they will do the road 
work and all wall construction.  The road and 
wall area will not take very long. 
 
For those of you who are watching the project 
proceed the construction crew will have to dig 
another good sized area to pump the pond dry 
to facilitate reshaping the pond.  The water in 
the pond must be allowed to settle out the sand 
and silt before it can be pumped into the drain-
age ditch. 
 
Tom feels our land swap with the city is in or-
der and is just waiting to be processed when 
FDOT completes its responsibility. 
 
The above information that I have used was 
obtained from an extensive conversation with 
Tom Wilcox, on July 23, 2008.  
 
While the permitted construction by the city has 
been taking place work has been done in re-
gards to the “Roadway and Pond Maintenance 
Agreement.”  Again the Assistant City Attorney 
is taking issue with some statements in the 
“Draft” worked out in a meeting with Tom, Mr. 
Connolly (Asst. City Attorney), and representa-
tives of Oakwood Manor.  Tom stated in his 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
June 30, 2008 
By Frank Dawes 
 

F or the month of June we had Operat-
ing Income of $75,823 and Operating 

Expenses of $67,112 resulting in an Operating 
Profit of $8,711. Year to date we had Operat-
ing Income of $517,551 and Operating Ex-
penses of $455,780 resulting in a year to date 
Operating Profit of $61,771. 
 
At the end of June our cash balances were: 
Operating $117,313 and Replacement Fund 
$605,898. The Notes Receivable balance from 
owners was $80,242. Our Mortgage and Notes 
Payable balances were: Mortgage $157,970 
and Notes Payable Entry/Exit $115,846. 
 
Additions to Fixed Assets for the month was 
$6,136 for Entry/Exit. 
 
 
CORRECTION 
 
Treasurer’s Report of May 31, 2008 
Additions to Fixed Assets for the month was 
$4,943 for a new Club Car for the Park Man-
ager and Security. 
 
 
 
 

writing of the original draft he used wording that 
protected Oakwood Manor. 
 
The Board, Management, and any and all Oak-
wood Manor Homeowners need to be gratefully 
appreciative for the efforts of Tom Wilcox.  He 
has approached this total project as though he 
is a member of Oakwood Manor.  He has 
worked tirelessly to get all i’s dotted and t’s 
crossed to represent Oakwood Manor as pro-
fessionally as he has demonstrated consider-
ing all of the governmental roadblocks he and 
we have encountered. 
 
Negativity has never solved any problem.  We 
all need to look to the future, trust that every-
thing will work out in time and when the TOTAL 
Board has arrived back to Oakwood Manor we 
need to have a resounding ribbon cutting dedi-
cation to celebrate a completion of a huge pro-
ject that was so willingly voted in by the mem-
bership.  As Bryan Zuerner so adequately 
stated in an email “Have faith.  Time will arrive 
when a ribbon cutting ceremony can get organ-
ized and we will enjoy the convenience and 
safety of the new road.” 
 
 

ALERT 
 
Residents for your safety and 
peace of mind remember to lock 
your autos and sheds. Put your 
bikes away or lock them up at night. 
We are experiencing some crossing 
over of our fence. Be alert! Keep 
your eyes and ears open. 

Security 
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MANAGER’S REPORT 
By Jewell Coons 

SIMPLE  BUT  SOUND  ADVICE 
From Dick Potts 
 
Put your car keys beside your bed at night.  If 
you hear a noise outside your home or some-
one trying to get in your house, just press the 
panic button for your car.  The alarm will be set 
off, and the horn will continue to sound until 
either you turn it off or the car battery dies.  
This tip came from a neighborhood watch co-
ordinator. 
 
PLASTIC BAGS 
 
Please put your Publix and Sweet Bay plastic 
bags in your trashcans. 
The maintenance men continually have to pull 
our fountains out of the lake to remove plastic 
bags from the motors. 
 
CITY OF SARASOTA REQUEST 
 
The City of Sarasota requested that I inform all 
our residents to keep the covers of their water 
meters cleaned off.  The meters, which are 
covered in grass, cannot be read.  It is the re-
sponsibility of each homeowner to keep their 
water meter cover cleaned off.   
 
 
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 
Stephanie Roberts  
of Animal Rescue Coalition 
 
We hold a clinic monthly where we spay/neuter 
60-75 cats in one day.  I have worked with 
other maintenance departments for other de-
velopments, and it has been very helpful for 
them to use our program.  I can let you borrow 
as many traps as you’d like for an extended 
period and let you bring in a certain amount of 
cats a month to be spayed or neutered, vacci-
nated, given flea meds and rabies shot for 
free. 

 
Unfortunately, your feral cat problem isn’t go-
ing to go away on its own.  Cats are breeders.  
A male cat will get a female cat pregnant every 
time he tries.  She will be pregnant for 7-9 
weeks, and can get pregnant only a week after 
having kittens.  People in your development 
continue to feed them so they will continue to 
breed.  Your problem is only going to get 
worse. 
 
Legally, you’re supposed to call Animal Ser-
vices to come trap the cats because free roam-
ing cats are illegal, and if anyone in the devel-
opment feeds one cat for at least 5 days, they 
can be fined up to $200 a cat.  Animal Ser-
vices will euthanize them, but cats will continue 
to come.  The most effective program is trap, 
neuter and return.  It will keep the cat colony at 
a steady number and they will die off in a few 
years.  Most of them only live a few years due 
to disease, predators and accidents that occur 
from living outside.   
 
If you would like help with your problem, 
please contact me at Animal Rescue Coalition.  
Legally you are to do something about it; it just 
depends on what route you would like to take. 
 
NOTICE: 
Residents please do not plant trees on your lot 
without getting a PLAN APPROVAL FORM 
from the Park Office. 
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Potluck Dinner 
 

 
 

Wednesday, August 27, 2008 
5:30 PM 

Bring a Dish to Share 
 

IN MEMORIAM Article from the Herald-Tribune 
printed March 26, 2000 
 

A  friend of mine was moving and 
found this newspaper clipping that 

he had cut out of the paper to give to me. 
 
BE CAREFUL WHAT QUESTION IS ASKED 
 
I am 87 years old and live in Oakwood Manor 
mobile home Park in Sarasota.  Recently at 
our weekly breakfast club I narrated a story 
that happened to me.  Club members got a 
bang out of it, and I thought maybe some oth-
ers might, too. 
 
One day I was just sitting down to eat break-
fast when the phone rang.  After our hellos, the 
sweet voice asked, “Are you Mr. Floyd 
Stringer?” 
 
I said I was. 
 
She said, “How are you this morning?” 
 
I replied that I was glad she asked, and imme-
diately told her I had a terrific headache, just 
lost one of my hearing aids, I hadn’t been able 
to sleep at night because my nose was stuffed 
up, no matter which way I turned my head my 
neck hurt, I had continuous chest pains and 
was starting to get fainting spells.  Also, my 
stomach hurt, probably from the pain pills the 
doctor gives me to undamaged the laxative I 
take because I take too many pain pills.  And 
my wife, Elsie, was in the same boat, plus we 
both had to be to the doctor for cortisone 
shots.  They haven’t done us any good…and 
on and on. 
 
Guess what she did?  She hung up on me, 
that’s what she did.  I didn’t even get a chance 
to tell her about my nephew in Superior, Wis., 
and his family. 
 

Anyhow, I think I might be the first customer 
whoever had the sales rep hang up first. 
 
At our breakfast club that morning there were 
293 people.  I told them that she no sooner 
hung up and the phone rang again.  The same 
sweet voice said, “You don’t happen to live at 
Oakwood Manor, do you?” and she hung up 
again. 
 
They thought the fabricated ending was funny, 
too. 
 
  Floyd Stringer of Sarasota 

Ada Pickering 

Like the sunset 
In the evening sky, 

Her memory shall live on 
Through eternity….. 
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MICE-K-TEERS 
By Sharon Rump 
 

I t’s almost time for our classes and 
labs to return but we still have a bit of 

cleanup to do in the computer room, getting 
ready for a busy winter season with lots of ar-
eas to explore. Upon last count, we have all of 
our systems but one with a flat panel screen. 
We continue to try and upgrade equipment 
when possible.  
 
We will try and have some help available on 
Vista, the new operating system from Micro-
soft. We will fine tune some of our tutorials on 
the equipment that we have available for our 
members to use. Please understand that when 
using our equipment to create DVD, any copy-
writed material will not copy on this equipment. 
Anything that you have created on your own 
with a video camera will be OK. 
 
If you have a change of email address, please 
let us know at packerbaby@aol.com 
 
Happy computing! 

WELCOME TO  
YOUR SHARE IN PARADISE 
By Nancy Weber 
 
John and Annette Michaels 
3313 Overcup Terr. 
 

B ridgewater, New Jersey is home to 
John and Annette. They have been 

coming to Florida since 1967 staying on the 
east coast and then they discovered the west 
coast and decided that this was for them. One 
reason they loved Sarasota was for the arts 
that the city is known for. They came for the 
Jazz in Sarasota. Their love for Jazz is in Dixi-
land, big bands and modern Jazz, such as 
Louie Armstrong. They belonged to a Jazz club 
for about twelve years . They also like art and 
like to go to all the art shows. 
 
John and Annette rented in Oakwood before 
they bought their home in February. They are 
part time residents and go up home for the 
summer months. They have a son in Mass. 
and two daughters in New Jersey. They are 
blessed with two grandchildren. 
 
John was a tool maker in New Jersey and 
owned Remco Tool Company. Annette worked 
for the Veteran's Administration and for Bobst 
Champlain for about twelve years.  
 
Their favorite restaurant is Dutch Valley and 
Annette says they go their quite often. 
 
John was a Navy C B for four years. 
 
Thank you John for your service to your coun-
try. 
 

Bridgewater Township was proud to establish 
a Wall Of Honor to recognize all the brave men 
and women serving our nation overseas and 
on the home front from the area. 
 
 

NEW RESIDENTS 
 
 

Sylvia Arce 
133 Oakwood lane 

 
Loren & Elsie Carpenter 
3414 Oakwood Blvd S. 

 
John Sandullo 

305 White Oak Way 
 

Paul & Carol Williams 
3323 Laurel Oak 
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WORSHIP AT OAKWOOD MANOR 

T he regular schedule for Sunday after-
noon worship services is 2:00 PM at 

the clubhouse. 
 
Sermon topics for August are: 
 
August 3—Hope in Tough Times 
August 10—You are Chosen 
August 17—Religion is Dangerous 
August 24—What Are You Planning 
 
The services will be conducted by our guest 
minister, Rev. David Stone. 

LADIES LUNCHEON 
By Luann Hochard 
  

O ur July 2nd luncheon was a pre 
fourth of July picnic for the la-

dies.  We served chicken and fruit and many 
assorted salads plus some baked 
beans.  Mmmm good. 
      
Our group was small but we enjoyed the fel-
lowship and got caught up on all the 
news.  Many ladies helped to clean up and 
stayed for "fun and games". 
 
Our theme for the August 
6th luncheon will be a 
"Hawaiian Holiday".  Feel free 
to dress accordingly. (no bare 
feet please).  A reservation list 
is posted for your convenience.   
 
If you wish to bring a salad please call Evelyn 
at 906-1409 or Luann at 365-6596.  Thank 
you. 

TO ALL ACORN SQUIRRELS & TO 
ALL SUBSTITUTE SQUIRRELS 
By Evelyn Ashbaugh 
 

P lease deliver only to the homes where 
there is someone in residence. Many 

people are gone during the summer months 
and it is sometimes difficult to tell. Some of the 
mailboxes are banded, but some are not. If you 
are uncertain, please call me with the house 
number and I will find out for you. 
 
Keep up the good work. I want to thank all of 
you for your time, patience and hard work, par-
ticularly in this hot weather. 
 
Volunteering is often overlooked, but I want you 
to know that each one of you is very much ap-
preciated. 
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July Pool Party 
By Lois Charen 
 

W e held an outdoor pool party with 
84 residents turning out, at least 

half stayed outside for the most part.  Twenty 
six hardy souls braved the heat and enjoyed 
our wonderful pool.  Rain threatened but the 
dark clouds and thunder went east of us.  Lots 
played cards and games. 
 
Door prize winners: 
 
Sharon Rump and Karen Brennan won a $5.00 
certificate to Parkway 8 Cinema donated by 
Carolyn Rose and the pool committee. 

Don Nichols and Linda McCausey won bottles 
of wine donated by ???? and pool committee. 
 
Lucky 50/50 winner was Ruth Bouchelle. 
 
Sometime in the fall we are going to have an-
other party to raise some funds for the ex-
penses of “ALL STATES DAY” program that is 
held at Saturday morning breakfast club on 
January 24th. 2009.  Until then all have a great 
summer and see you at the next party. 

A Pool Party where 
some actually went into 
the pool. Isn’t that inter-
esting. 
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THE PALM SINGLES 
and OAKWOOD MANOR 

Will host a 
 

LABOR DAY POT LUCK DINNER AND DANCE 
Oakwood Manor Clubhouse 

3330 Fruitville Road 
5 PM Dinner - Dancing 6 ‘till 8 

(Clubhouse doors will open at 4:30 pm) 
 

Music by Chick Skyler & Friends 
 

$6.00 and a dish to share 
 

Boston Market’s Chicken will be the main course provided. 
 

( Men, included on the sign up list are sodas  
and rolls - nice easy items to bring so come on out.) 

 
(Ladies - we will have plenty of dances  

you can do without a partner so don’t stay home.) 
 

You may reserve a full table but be sure to  
indicate that you want one when you sign up.  

 
Tickets will be sold at the Singles meetings, 

on Bingo night and at Breakfast club. 
 

Volunteers are needed for set up and clean-up. 
 

For further information call Bette Lou - 955-7102. 
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TRAVEL TALK 
By Sharon Rump 
 

T he park has had a lot of activity with 
residents going on vacation, return-

ing, guests coming to check out our beautiful 
weather and the wonderful beaches. Although 
our numbers are down, activity is still there. 
 
So….lets enjoy a few day trips. On August 19 
we will take in the LAKELAND HISTORICAL 
TOUR & POLK MUSEUM OF ART.  Arrive at 
Red Rose Inn in Plant City, to enjoy a gourmet 
dining experience with a luncheon buffet. Con-
tinue to Lakeland, where we’ll meet our step-
on tour historian guide. Visit Munn Park, an 
oasis of green in downtown Lakeland which is 
the beginning of historic downtown.  See the 
Terrace Hotel which opened in1924 and was 
hailed one of Florida’s finest year round inns, 
remodeled in1998 with nostalgic furnishings 
and historic charm. Another stop will be at the 
newly renovated Polk Theatre, built during the 
golden age, as a vaudeville/movie palace. 
Visit the Hollis Gardens, a formal 1.2 acre bo-
tanical garden, located on historic Lake Mirror. 
Our final stop will be at Polk Museum of Art, 
with exhibits that include Digital Art Exhibition, 
a New Photo Exhibition by Karsh, Leonard 
and Bagert, and All that Glitters is English Sil-
ver.  The signup sheet is full but if you are in-
terested, give Sharon a call at 951-0984 and 
see if she can get you a seat on the bus. 
 
SOCIAL SECURITY  -  EARLY  BIRD THEA-
TRE  -  CLEARWATER—THURSDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 18, 2008 - $63.00    
Upon arrival at Early Bird Dinner Theatre in 
Clearwater, enjoy a bountiful all-you-can-eat 
luncheon buffet. Sit back and enjoy, Social 
Security!  The domestic tranquility of a married 
couple who are art dealers is shattered upon 
the arrival of the wife’s goody goody  nerd of a 
sister, the sister’s uptight CPA husband, and 
her Archetypal Jewish Mother.  They are there 
to try to save their college student daughter 

from the horrors of living only for sex. The 
comic sparks really begin to fly when the 
mother hits it off with the elderly minimalist art-
ist who is the art dealer’s best client! This de-
lightful comedy is sure to be a hit. There are 
still some openings on the signup sheet, but 
don’t delay. The snowbirds will start returning 
and you don’t want to miss the opportunity to 
see such a fun filled show. 
 
“BEST LITTLE WHOREHOUSE IN TEXAS ”  
BROADWAY PALMS  -  FT. MYERS          
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2008 - $74.00    
Arrive at the Broadway Palms Dinner Theatre.  
Begin with salad bar then indulge in the hot 
entree buffet and the lavish  dessert bar.  Sit 
back and enjoy Best Little Whorehouse in 
Texas!  When her legendary house of ill-
repute is ordered to be closed down by the 
governor Miss Mona and her girls take on the 
establishment in this rip-roaring, high octane 
production!  Includes the songs “Hard Candy 
Christmas” and “The Aggie Song.”  There are 
three more seats available so don’t delay. 
 
Only a little over three months and we will sail 
into the sunset, headed for Panama with 80 of 
our dear friends. We have turned in the re-
maining cabins so anyone booking now will 
probably experience a slight increase in price. 
 
The trip 2009 to Alaska has had a few resi-
dents interested in going. While it seems I 
won’t have a “group” going from Oakwood 
Manor, we can still book the trip for anyone 
interested and it is fully escorted by Royal Car-
ibbean upon arrival in Alaska. The flyer is on 
the bulletin board with details which includes a 
cruise on the Radiance of the Seas and a 7 
day land tour. Please call me at 951-0984 if 
you wish more information. 
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Page 12               Acorn August 2008 

Acorn 

3330 Fruitville Road 
Sarasota, Fl  34237 

This picture shows the completed drainage system 
that will support the Lockwood Ridge portion of the 
new road. 

NEW ROAD UPDATE 

Sidewalk Superintendant John Koske 




