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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
By Bill Leonhard 
 
THOUGHTS AND CONCERNS 
 

I t’s a known fact, that you as well as I 
realize and experience the fact that as 

years pass by time runs faster.  It seems like 
yesterday that spring had just passed and 
summer was beginning.  The reality – time will 
show a summer of activity at Oakwood Manor 
worth being recognized. 
 
Our Maintenance Staff have worked diligently 
on replacing one of the bridges, repaired the 
Bocci Ball Court and other smaller projects in 
an effort to upgrade and maintain Oakwood 
Manor property.  The new road is in the big 
time construction stage and hopefully will be 
done in a few months.  Our Manager has 
alerted the Acorn readers in the September ’08 
issue that a possible increase in the monthly 
maintenance fee might occur which brings us 
to budget time.  As everyone is aware utilities 
continue to rise, especially this year.  Any other 
reasons for an increase in maintenance fees 
have not been stated, at least to me.  One is-
sue that is expected by the committee to be 
placed in the budget by Jewell is money to re-
furbish the Club Room or Social Hall (take your 
pick). 
 
At the February 18, 2008 Board Meeting, I ap-
pointed a committee consisting of Evelyn 
Ashbaugh, Judy Belanger, Kathy Bondi, Rod 

Bowen, Art Bugelli, Lois Charen, Jewell Coons, 
Howard Orth, Lenora Reavis, Walford Reeves, 
Ruth Sedlmeyer, Dean Williams, and myself to 
study the needs and possibilities for the hall, 
secure a survey of the communities wishes, 
and make a report to the Board.  Kathy Bondi 
gave that report..  The survey was conducted.  
There were 225 surveys returned, 121 ex-
pressed a desire the walls be cleaned and 102 
wanted to paint the walls. 2 surveys were not 
completed as directed.  The committee then 
met and suggested to the Board that we have 
the hall professionally cleaned, put up a chair 
rail, remove the boards along the wall on the 
floor because they collect dirt that is difficult to 
remove. Also, a tack strip should be put up 
along the ceiling to support decorations.  Clean 
curtains on stage and clean our chairs.  It was 
also suggested that the chairs be placed up-
side down on tables once a week so the floor 
could be mopped.  Also the tables and chairs 
are taken out of the hall once a month so our 
maintenance crew could clean the hall. 
 
At the February 18, 2008 Board Meeting it was 
stated the Board would vote on the recommen-
dations on April 21, 2008.  The April Board 
Meeting was moved to April 8, 2008.  No vote 
was taken.  The committee was informed; how-
ever, money would be placed in the budget for 
this project that gave Jewell time to get esti-
mates to secure a dollar amount for the budget.  
The Board will then vote on the entire project.  
Art Bugelli made samples of the tack strip and 
the chair rail that will be incorporated  into the 
process.  We will wait for the budget figure.  
The people have had an opportunity to express 
their desires concerning the hall.  The Board 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
August 31, 2008 
By Frank Dawes 
 

F or the month of August  we had Oper-
ating Income of $74,937 and Operat-

ing Expenses of $82,502 resulting in an Oper-
ating Loss for the month of $7,655.  Year to 
date  we had Operating Income of $675,368 
and Operating Expenses of $604,870 resulting 
in a year to date Operating Profit of $70,498. 
 
At the end of August our Cash balances  were 
Operating $102,600 and Replacement Fund 
$609,186. The Notes Receivable from owners 
was $77,554.  Our Mortgage and Notes Pay-
able Entry/Exit  were Mortgage $143,756 and 
Notes Payable $290,625. We had an addition 
to our Notes Payable Entry/Exit for the month 
of $62,612. 
 
Additions to Fixed Assets for the month was 
Lovin Construction (Entry/Exit) for $62,612, as 
noted in above in our increase in Notes Pay-
able. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Ross Jewell 
 

Robert Pickering 
(former resident) 

 
Dorothy Roll 

(former resident) 

There are many things in life 
That we cannot understand 

But we must trust God’s judgment 
And be guided by His Hand 

 
Helen Steiner Rice 

owes our community respect to carry out and 
fulfill their wishes. 
 
The road is proceeding in a proper manner ac-
cording to Tom Wilcox, our engineer.  Volun-
teers have been helping when called upon to 
monitor various aspects of the construction 
process and the Liaison Committee consisting 
of Jewell Coons, Art Schulte and Bryan Zuerner 
have been meeting to make various decisions 
as necessary when requested by our engineer.  
For the most part all of the processes are in 
place including the real estate transfers and 
have happened or are waiting to happen.  We 
will all have a reason to rejoice when the pro-
ject is DONE. 

Check out pictures of the new road 
progress on our website at: 
http://oakwoodmanorassoc.com/
newroad.htm 
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MANAGER’S REPORT 
By Jewell Coons 

 
UPDATE ON MAILING  
ADDRESSES: 
 
Have you had a change of mailing address in 
the last six months if so please call the office 
and report the change?  In the upcoming 
months there will be several mail-outs to the 
membership. PLEASE STOP BY OR CON-
TACT THE PARK OFFICE TO INFORM US 
THAT YOU ARE BACK.   
 
INSPECTIONS: 
 
Inspections of homes, planters, trees, flower-
beds and storage piled high on carports, has 
resulted in residents being written up.  Resi-
dents, like myself, are here year round and we 
have to look at overgrown planters, flower-
beds, trees, awnings that need to be painted, 
and numerous other things.  These inspections 
are costing the Association, my time, and that 
of the ladies in the office, postage, office sup-
plies, phone calls and misc. items. 
 
RULES & REGULATIONS:  
 
  THE MOBILE HOME SITE 
 
a. The Resident or Guest shall be responsible 
for the overall appearance of the home site.  It 
shall be kept orderly, neat, clean and free of 
litter.  Trimming, watering, weeding and gen-
eral care of lawn and shrubs are responsibili-
ties of the Resident.  Additional landscaping 
and shrubs may be planted with the Manage-
ment’s prior written approval of type and loca-
tion.  
 
PLANTATION LANDSCAPE: 
 
Jose, Supervisor of the mowers, requested 
that I inform all residents of their responsibility 

to trim their large citrus trees four (4) feet from 
the ground. 
 
CITY OF SARASOTA: 
 
The City of Sarasota requested that I inform all 
residents of their responsibility to keep the 
cover of their water meters clean of all grass 
and weeds. 
 
REMINDER! 
 
The City of Sarasota, as well as the county 
continually reminds us that we are not to put 
paint containers in our refuge or recycling con-
tainers.  Paint; along with certain other materi-
als are to be taken to a collection center where 
they can be disposed of in a proper manner. 
 
Not only are we not conforming to local rulings, 
but we are also causing unnecessary ex-
penses for the Association.  When paint con-
tainers are placed in the refuge, the containers 
break, when compacted, and the contents are 
spilled on our streets.  Last season, the main-
tenance department spent the best part of a 
week, covering the paint “puddles” and lines 
on our streets.  In the near future, they are go-
ing to have to repeat the process. 
 
POOL OPERATING COST AND MAINTE-
NANCE: 
 
As with most homeowner’s associations, the 
operation of a swimming facility represents a 
sizable sum of money.  Oakwood Manor 
Homeowner’s Association is no different.  Our 
costs include general maintenance, electric 
and gas utilities, chemicals and the amenities 
around the pool. 
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WELCOME TO  
YOUR SHARE IN PARADISE 
By Nancy Weber 
 
Maredith Vendrely 
3408 Laurel Oak Terrace 
 

M aredith is a part time resident and is 
from Leo-Cedar, Indiana. 

 
She was a secretary for thirty two years at the 
Leo high school. She also taught Sunday 
school. Her husband had been a brick mason 
and from the time he finished school, he be-
came an official for basketball and football both 
on the high school and college level. Maredith 
also became a sports fan and for years they 
came down to Sarasota for the  spring training 
of the White Sox. After her husband’s passing 
seventeen years ago, she only came down for 
a week at a time until she bought her home 
here in January.  
 
Maredith volunteers as a quilter at the Saunder 
museum during the summer in Archbald, Ohio. 
While up home, she belongs to a choir called 
The Senior Saints and they perform at nursing 
homes and senior citizens events. We talked 
about this subject for a while because I also do 
the same and our group is the River Chorus. 
 
Maredith has three children. One son lives in 
Chicago, one in Indiana and her daughter is in 
Michigan. She has six grandchildren and of the 
six, there are two sets of twins. 
 
She really likes Oakwood and when she is set-
tled and comes back in the fall will probably 
find many things of interest to her. 
 
Welcome Maredith. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
In terms of the above mentioned items, there 
isn’t much that can be done to reduce these 
operating costs, with the exception of mainte-
nance of the furniture around the pool. 
 
Homeowners and guest must adhere to the 
request that lounges and chairs be completely 
covered before they are used.  This furniture 
does not last for a whole season if this request 
is not followed.  Because of UV rays, body oils 
and sunscreen/suntan lotion interact with the 
furniture strapping.  This interaction blackens 
the strapping and makes it brittle.  When this 
occurs, the furniture needs to be re-strapped.  
Because of the lack of total cooperation, the 
Association, in the past year has spent unnec-
essarily $2,364.70 to repair said furniture. 
 
PLEASE adhere to our rules and help reduce 
operating costs. 
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TRAVEL TALK 
By Sharon Rump 
 

I n October we will return to the Broad-
way Palms. “BEST LITTLE WHORE-

HOUSE IN TEXAS ”  WEDNESDAY, OCTO-
BER 15, 2008 - $74.00 Arrive at the Broadway 
Palms Dinner Theatre and enjoy the awesome 
buffet. Sit back and enjoy Best Little Whore-
house in Texas!  There are a few more seats 
available so don’t delay. We need to have 16 
people to qualify for the Oakwood Manor 
pickup. 
 
It is almost cruise time and as soon as the 
documents are received we will have our get-
together in the clubhouse giving you an oppor-
tunity to meet all of our fellow travelers and 
enjoy a bit of fellowship. Details to follow. 
 
The list for the coming year has been finalized 
by Elda who does our one day trips and lists 
will be on the bulletin board on a timely basis. 
Travel opportunities include: 
 
Spectacular Sand Sculpture on Ft. Myers 
Beach—November 10—$62  Enjoy wonderful 
sculptures by talented artists, some nearly 10 
feet tall. You will stroll the beach at leisure to 
enjoy the display. Includes dinner at Charley’s 
Boat House beginning with a 50 item greens-n
-things salad bar, then a choice of entrees 
which include prime rib, top sirloin, mahi-mahi, 
grilled salmon, steamed gulf shrimp, BBQ, 
chicken or 1/2 rack of baby back ribs and des-
sert. Signup sheet on the bulletin board. 
 
Elite Holiday Dine-Around in Orlando—
December 2—$79 
New destinations and yummy menu 
 
Russian Christmas Spectacular—St. Peters-
burg Nights—December 16—$66 
Traditional Russian Dinner and Entertainment 
 
Sarasota’s Christmas Radiance—December 
19—$44 Dinner and Holiday Sites in Sarasota 

LADIES LUNCHEON 
By Luann Hochard 
  

S chool Days, School Days.  Girls with 
long beautiful hair and boys with crew 

cuts and short wavy hair, were some of the 
items we had on display.  Thanks to every one 
who brought year books, school pictures and 
other mementoes from kindergarten to college 
days.  Memories of classes, proms, school pic-
nics, old friends and more. 
 
Our "school lunch" consisted of sandwiches, 
apples, assorted salads and Twinkies.  Every-
thing but the lunchbox to carry it in. 
 
The next Luncheon will be held on Wednes-
day, October, 1st, @ 11:30am. 
 
We will have a fall/pre Halloween theme, to set 
the mood for the season.  A reservation list is 
posted for all who haven't had a chance to sign 
up. 
 
If you wish to bring a salad please call Evelyn 
Ashbaugh at 906-1409 or Luann at 356-
6596.  Thank you. 

Broadway Palms—Singing In The Rain—
January 14—$74 
 
Kennedy Space Center—February 17, 2009—
$89 - Includes Dinner in Lakeland 
 
Daytona Speedway & Blue Spring State 
Park—February 19 - 20—$260 
Includes meals, overnight accommodations 
and more 
 
Carl Hurley & Jeanne Robertson—March 3—
$75  Wonderful show and lunch 
 
Broadway Palms—All Shook Up—March 19— 
$74 
 
Details of trips in future issues and on signup 
sheet. 
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MICE-K-TEERS 
By Sharon Rump 
 

W e have some activity at our open 
labs and will continue with our cur-

rent schedule throughout the month of Octo-
ber. The computer room will be open on Mon-
day evening at 6:30 PM and Wednesday after-
noon at 11:00 AM. There will be someone 
there to help with questions that you might 
have or you can just use the time to catch up 
on your email and surf the net. 
 
We are looking for some volunteers to sched-
ule additional lab periods during the coming 
months. If you have a couple hours to spare 
and would like to offer some help, please give 
Sharon, Judy or Lois a call. If you can’t commit 
to once a week, perhaps we can find a few vol-
unteers who can alternate times with you and 
still give us some much needed coverage. I 
have found that the more I try and help people, 
the more I learn. You don’t have to be an ex-
pert to open the door and turn on the lights and 
you might discover some hidden computer tal-
ents when you stretch a bit to help someone 
else. We all have a bit of knowledge that can 
be shared with others. 
 
We will hold off on our regular Tuesday meet-
ing until November as many of our members 
are still up north. On November 11 we will 
have our first fall meeting and if there is some-
thing in particular you would like us to address, 
let us know and we will see if we can do a 
presentation for you. We need input from our 
membership so that we know what the needs 
are. 
 
The Halloween Party advertised on the front 
page of this issue is being sponsored by the 
Micekteers. Be sure and sign up on the volun-
teer list on the bulletin board so that we know 
how many volunteers we will have available to 
help us for this fun-filled party. 

WORSHIP AT OAKWOOD MANOR 

T he regular schedule for Sunday after-
noon worship services is 2:00 PM at 

the clubhouse. 
 
Sermon topics for October are: 
 
October 5—Drawing On The Riches 
October 12—Knowing The Way Back 
October 19—Our Way, or God’s Way? 
October 26—Something Beautiful 
 
Pastor Charles Fore will conduct the services. 
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NEW RESIDENTS 
 
 

Georges & Lise Lizotte 
214 Oakwood Blvd.  W. 

 
James & Paula Boland 

3223 Sumac Terr. 
 
 

ARTS & CRAFTS 
By Virginia Hassler, Chairman 
 

T he ladies of Arts & Crafts are plan-
ning our Annual Bazaar to be held 

this year on November 22, 2008 here in our 
clubhouse. As you know, our proceeds go to 
local charities in the name of Oakwood Manor. 
 
How many of you had to go to shelters during 
the hurricanes? The volunteers from the 
American Red Cross made you comfortable, 
fed you and took care of your needs. We just 
sent them a check for the victims of Hurricane 
Ike. How many of you have had to call on 
Meals on Wheels after an illness? The Meals 
on Wheels people are in here every day. How 
about the times you have welcomed the caring 
and comforting love of the volunteers from 
Hospice. I know a number of you enjoy going 
to the Senior Friendship Center. Have you of-
ten wished there were more nurses on duty 
when you were sick? How about giving your 
children and grandchildren a place to go after 
school instead of just running the streets. The 
Boys and Girls Clubs are just around the cor-
ner for them. We also have given monetary 
contributions to the park as needed. I could go 
on and on. My point is, some say “charity be-
gins at home.” How about “Charity begins in 
the Heart.”  We try to help those less fortunate 
than we are by giving of our time and efforts to 
make items to sell so that we can help others. 
 
The park does not contribute to charities, so 
we shall help those who have helped us when 
we needed them. 
 
We know you enjoy the social activities of our 
park as we do. You can show your apprecia-
tion to all of our wonderful volunteers by pur-
chasing some items from our bazaar. You 
would be saying “Thank You, and keep up the 
good work to them. 

OAKWOOD SINGERS 
By Beverly Laier 
 

O akwood Singers are looking for-
ward to another season of singing 

folk songs, pops, blues, patriotic music.  
 
Don’t just sing in the shower. Come sing with 
us. No auditions necessary. Let’s get together 
on Tuesday, October 7 at 9:30 AM in the club-
house. 
 
See you there! 
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GREEN THUMB UPDATE 
By Gene Cotter 
 

W ell, summer has come and gone, I 
think. High humidity and higher 

temperatures severely limited the capabilities 
of our Green Thumbers including yours truly. 
These conditions can cause serious fungus 
problems in shrubs and lawns. I myself had 
some brown patch fungus in my lawn. It is ex-
actly what it sounds like. Large dead brown 
patches appear in the middle of the lawn. It 
can be controlled by spraying with one of the 
many fungicides which can be purchased at 
Home Depot. 
 
Shrubs being planted too close together can 
cause problems with a buildup of excess mois-
ture on the plants. If the tag says the plant will 
grow three feet wide then they should be 
planted three and one-half to four feet apart. 
They may look small when you plant them but 
those of us who are here year round can see 
how rapidly things grow in the summer. 
 
The two very large bushes just north of the 
shuffle courts with the small red flowers are 
Florida native Firebushes. They were planted 
in November 2003 to replace two diseased 
Sego Palms that left an eight foot diameter cir-
cle. When we purchased them they were about 
24” tall. The tag said they would grow eight 
feet wide and eight feet tall. By 2007 they had 
completely covered the circles. Being natives 
they do not require fertilizing and since they 
have the room, no pruning is required. A per-
fect example of “right plant in the right place.” It 
is not a shrub for your front planter. They are 
also a huge butterfly attractor. 
 
With the spraying of the roads with tar came 
some plant problems. The Plumbago in the 
parking lot became defoliated and dropped all 
of their leaves due to the fumes. Some are 
coming back and time will tell if all will recover. 
Strangely, these were the only plants affected. 

 
We will begin fertilizing our plants and palm 
trees on the common ground in October. This 
is in keeping with the ban on fertilizing during 
the summer months. The heavy rains just wash 
the granules into the bay and cause pollution. 
We try to help out any way we can. 
 
Hopefully we can continue to dodge the hurri-
canes this year. One day our luck will run out. I 
hope not. 

SHUFFLE CLUB NEWS 
By Armand Lapierre 
 

F all is creeping up on us and our 
snowbirds will soon be here slow but 

sure so as of October 7th we will be shuffling 
days on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
1:30 PM sharp. If you want some enjoyment 
and exercise come down and try playing with 
your neighbors. It’s a fun game.  
 
We also have our shuffle team that plays on 
Tuesdays at 1:00 PM. We play six games at 
home and six games at other parks making it 
twelve games from December to March. This 
is for the more expert player. See Armand, 
Jean Struwe or Betty Craft at the courts. 
 
Let’s all get together and have a real nice fall 
and winter. 
 
Happy Shuffling 
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Pool Party 
By Lois Charen 
 

W e held our pool party on Saturday, 
Sept. 27th with 104 residents 

(including eight 90’s) turning out.  Many played 
cards and games.  The weather was very 
pleasant, not to hot.  
  
Three of our lucky Door prize winners had just 
arrived back home from the north:  
 
Joyce Hughes and Ruth Risen won a $5.00 
certificate to Parkway 8 Cinema donated by 
Carolyn Rose and the pool committee. Lois 
Vance won the Box of Russell Stover’s Truf-
fles.   
 
Howard Orth, Evie Bennett, Joan Krohn and 
Richard Kilroy won fall figurines 
 

Howard Orth walked away with the 50/50 of 
$83.00. 
 
To add fun for the day we celebrated the 50th 
Wedding anniversary of Beverly & Lou Co-
lombo and the birthday of Faith Blais.  With 
cake and ice cream as both events were that 
day. 
 
Remember Halloween envelopes will be ready 
on Saturday, October 4th. 
 
Sometime in the fall we are going to have an-
other party to raise some funds for the ex-
penses of “ALL STATES DAY” program that is 
held at Saturday morning breakfast club on 
January 24th. 2009.  Until then have fun and 
we will see you at the next party. 
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Acorn 

3330 Fruitville Road 
Sarasota, Fl  34237 

Potluck Dinner 
 

 
 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008 
5:30 PM 

Bring a Dish to Share 
 

Be sure and let our 
Sunshine Lady  
know of anyone 

who is sick  
or in the hospital  

 
        Ginny Slater 
         366-1699 

 OAKWOOD MANOR QUILTERS 
By Sharon Rump 
 

A  rather creative group of ladies meets 
at the clubhouse on Thursday morn-

ings at 9:00 AM to share tips on quilting, talk 
about projects in the making, show and tell with 
finished creations and learning new methods. 
 
Our fearless leader, Althea, will return to Oak-
wood Manor on October 15 and the group will 
resume meeting on October 16. We would like 
to invite anyone who is interested in quilting to 
join us or if you would just like to check us out 
and see what it is all about, come up to the 
clubhouse any Thursday morning and share in 
the fun. There is a rumor about that we might 
actually do some hands on quilting this year. 
 
We had a “crayon project” over the summer 
months that lots of us have been working on 
and it will be interesting to see all of the crea-
tive ways we have wandered. 




